ASPEN CENTER FOR PHYSICS 

ARRIVAL INFORMATION

PLEASE READ THIS AND SAVE IT FOR YOUR REFERENCE
TRAVEL TO ASPEN

From Denver to Aspen:

You may rent a car, fly, or take a bus.  Flying from Denver to Aspen takes about 30 minutes.  Aspen is served by United Express: 1-800-241-6522, Northwest (1-800-225-2525) from Minneapolis, and America West (1-800-235-9292) from Phoenix. Make your reservations far in advance, since weekend travel is popular.  If all flights to Aspen are booked, look into flying to Eagle.  Ground transportation is available from Denver (4 hrs.) and Eagle (1.5 hrs.): Colorado Mountain Express: 1-800-525-6363, Fax # 970-949-5032. Reservations are required. Tell them you want the group code PHYSICS rate (about $85 each way).  If you arrive at Aspen Airport, look for Snow Limo (taxi).  They give special rates to physicists (544-6475).

FINDING THE ASPEN CENTER FOR PHYSICS

The Center is located on the corner of 6th and Gillespie Streets, and our address is 700 W. Gillespie.  You will be on Highway 82 coming into town, which is also Main Street.   From Main, turn north onto 6th Street.  Our parking lot is at the end of 6th, and your housing packet with keys, directions, and other information will be on the front desk of Stranahan Hall, which is the building at the north end of the parking lot. This building will be unlocked at all times. If you are in a taxi, have the driver wait for you while you pick up your packet so he can take you and your luggage to your apartment.  

ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE PROCEDURE

Check-in time: After 5:00 PM Sunday. Stranahan will be open all night for late arrivals.

Check-out time: 10:00 AM Sunday

A packet with your name on it will be waiting for you on the front desk of Stranahan Hall, which is unlocked 24-hours a day. Please read this material.  Inside will be keys and directions to your apartment, along with your office number, voice-mail number, and other information regarding your stay.  Network connection information and bike checkout procedures are also included. Your address and phone number to your apartment are not available prior to check-in. If you have a serious problem after business hours, please call Jane Kelly at 925-7313. 

PROFESSIONAL FACILITIES

Library: The Library has a reasonable collection of monographs and standard references on theoretical physics, astrophysics, and related mathematical subjects, as well as a number of conference proceedings.  The Center welcomes donations to the Library of journals, books, and cash.  All donations are tax deductible.  Suggestions for additions to the Library are always welcome and can be sent to Karin Rabe, Chair of our Library Committee.

OFFICE SERVICES

Mail, UPS, and Federal Express

You may receive mail and packages at the Center at our address shown below.  Please do not have mail sent to your apartment.  When forwarding your mail to the Center, please be sure to include an end date before your departure.

TELEPHONES

The switchboard is open from 8:30-4:30 Monday through Friday.  Phone messages may be left at anytime, day or night.  Each participant is assigned a private voice-mail box for use during his/her stay.  Messages will be transferred into it, so please check it regularly.  If you need to set up a conference call or provide for a particular call, the staff will be happy to assist you.  Outgoing long-distance calls from the Center and from your housing require a credit card or a telephone toll card.  Local calls are free.  At the Center, you must dial 9 for an outside line.

FAX

Faxes may be sent to 970-920-1167, and will be delivered to your desk by the staff.  There is a charge for incoming faxes if they exceed 10 pages.  Outgoing faxes are charged as follows: Domestic - $1 + $.50/page.  Foreign: $5 + $1/page.  

COMPUTING

Computing facilities at the ACP are minimal. Offices are equipped with ethernet connections but without computers. Participants may connect their own 10-baseT equipped laptops in their office. DHCP is used to automatically configure network information (IP address, router, etc). DHCP comes standard on most systems. A free DHCP client is also available from the Internet Software Consortium (http://www.isc.org/). If you are coming from a foreign country you may need an adaptor for the electrical connection. Offices are unlocked so you may also want to bring a computer lock if you plan on leaving your laptop at the Center overnight. 

Six public UNIX-based workstations are also available. Time constraints normally restrict usage to email and file exchanges. These workstations all have a web browser (netscape) and an editor (emacs) installed, as well as TeX, a postscript previewer, ssh, and some other simple utilities. They are not capable of serious computing, and sessions should be restricted to 10 minutes to allow everyone an opportunity to use them. DO NOT MODIFY ANY OF THE CONFIGURATION FILES!  Network bandwidth is limited---please be considerate and avoid network-intensive activities. Please restrict to physics related usage.

There is no access to the ACP network from off-campus. If you wish to connect to the internet from your condominium there is a local ISP, Sopris Surfer (963-7873) with which you can open an account for a nominal fee.
HOUSING

We have done our best to accommodate your wishes, however, in some instances, we were unable to fulfill them.  Housing has been assigned primarily on the basis of family needs.  This leaves very little flexibility in the arrangements.  Your apartment may be smaller than you are accustomed to, but should be adequate for the needs of your immediate family.  Visitors, including relatives, should expect to stay at one of the motels or lodges in town.  Reservations should be made well in advance.  

Apartments are fully equipped with linens, blankets, dishes, utensils, televisions, and telephones.  The Center will provide cribs, if needed.  Please return these to the Center before your departure.  Please take good care of your apartment and notify the Center immediately if anything is broken or damaged.  We have a difficult time obtaining housing, and our reputation for quality care is a tremendous asset.  If you do not have homeowners' insurance, you may want to obtain renters' insurance to cover your possessions in your Aspen condominium.

All apartments are non-smoking, and pets are not allowed.

Weekly housing costs for the summer of 2004 will be as follows:

Bachelor

$285

Studio


$400

1-Bedroom Apt.

$480

2-Bedroom Apt.

$560

3-Bedroom Apt.

$640

Plus a one-time cleaning fee as follows:

Bachelor

$  60

Studio


$  75

1-Bedroom Apt.

$100

2-Bedroom Apt.

$130

3-Bedroom Apt.

$150

The National Science Foundation has provided the Center with funds to help offset housing costs for qualified participants.  In the past, the amount ranges from 0% to 80%, with a maximum of $1000 allowable.   Cleaning fees are not included in the dislocation allowance.  This year's distribution is as follows:

80%
Postdoc

70%
Untenured, no summer salary

60%
Untenured, with summer salary

30%
Tenured, no summer salary

10%
Tenured, with summer salary

 0%
Housing funded up to above percentages by other sources

DAYCARE

The Aspen Center for Physics is committed to helping participants bring their families with them to Aspen.  Many diverse daycare and babysitting options are available.  It is not necessary to make arrangements before arriving in Aspen, however, you may feel more comfortable having made prior arrangements for at least the first week.  A list of daycare centers in available on our web site.  In addition, we have a list of summer participants who indicate members of their family who are willing to sit.

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

BANKING - You have special check-cashing privileges at Alpine Bank, 600 E. Hopkins Street,  Aspen  (up to $250).  Please be aware that it is common for them to fingerprint you, even though you are on the list of participants that we provide to them.

PUBLIC LIBRARY - You may use this facility and check out books during your stay.

ASPEN MUSIC FESTIVAL - You may buy discount coupons at the Center for $5 , which allows you  $10 off on each performance (a net savings of $5 per ticket); not valid for special concerts or special events.

BICYCLES - The Center has bicycles available for participants.  These are free for your enjoyment, however, donations for their maintenance and purchase are greatly appreciated.  Family members are welcome to check out bikes on a space-available basis each Tuesday for the remainder of that week.  They will be charged $25 for maintenance of their bicycle.

PUBLIC LECTURES - The Physics Center sponsors the Heinz Pagels Memorial Lecture Series, which will offer free lectures on exciting research topics in physics, and are geared to the non-scientist public.  We also sponsor community outreach events.  If you are experienced and willing to: a) meet with students or teachers, b) give a public general interest talk on a current topic in physics, c) give a pedagogical lecture on a physics or related topic, and/or d) speak to a local service club, please let Jane know.

WEATHER - Aspen is a mountain town located at an elevation of nearly 8,000' .  The surrounding mountains reach 14,000'.  Please be aware of the high altitude effects.  Drink lots of water when you first arrive, and limit physical exercise and alcohol intake.  The days are usually warm and dry, with temperatures in the 70's-80's and frequent thundershowers in the afternoons.  The evenings are often cold, down to the low 40's in the early and late summer months.

LIFE AT THE CENTER - Tuesday evenings we have a picnic on the grounds for participants and their families.  The Center supplies plates, utensils, grills, and condiments.  You bring something for the BBQ, and drinks are for sale.  We also have colloquia on occasional afternoons.

WAYS TO SUPPORT THE CENTER:

We are a non-profit corporation.  All donations are greatly appreciated and tax deductible!

Annual Fund

Bicycle Fund

Library Fund

Tree Fund

Wireless Fund

PAYMENT

We accept personal checks, travelers' checks, credit cards (MasterCharge and Visa) and cash.  If you choose to pay by credit card, a 3% fee is added to your bill to cover the cost of processing.  All bills must be settled before leaving the Center.

SOME STATISTICS (2004)

15% of accepting participants this summer are women

44% of accepting participants have not attended in the last 5 years, if ever

70% of the General Members will participate during the summer
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